
July 2, 2022 
Is 66:10-14c; Gal 6:14-18; Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 

 Last week we saw a few would-be followers of Jesus.  Some people who had a desire to 

follow Jesus, were willing to do His work - but they weren’t up to the task.  Jesus has been 

showing His disciples that He wants them to be part of His mission.  Telling them that it won't be 

easy, that people will not always like them for it - but also reminding them that popularity in the 

eyes of people is not the goal - He is pointing us to something greater.    Today He sends out 72 

disciples sending them for a special task.  It is a task that we, as disciples of Jesus, are also called 

to.  When we look at these stories they can seem like quaint stories from years in the past, but 

Jesus means them to speak to us today and in our own lives. 

 Do you know what happens when the President of the United States is going to come for 

a visit?  It’s not like He jumps in a car and just shows up.  When I was in College, our school 

hosted one of the Vice Presidential debates.  The then Vice President of the United States George 

H.W. Bush was going to be coming.  For those of you who are trying figure out my age by that 

reference, I’ll just pause for you to do the math … O.K. got it?  Let’s move on.  Well for a week 

before he came there were Secret Service agents checking out buildings, deciding who could 

come into the auditorium that evening, checking the roofs of buildings for potential hazards, and 

prepping the individuals who would work the event.  It was a lot of fuss.  Also before this, the 

respective parties of the candidates were running ads to get people in the “right frame of mind” 

to hear the message that their candidate was going to voice.  When you have a person coming 

who will make a big fuss, you need to prepare; when you have someone who has a short time to 

deliver a complicated message, you want to prepare people and get their minds primed. 

 This was the mission of the 72.  Everywhere Jesus went there were big crowds.  There 

were things that needed to be figured out: Where is he going to speak?  Who will introduce him?  

How do we advertise the event?  What about snacks for the crowd (remember the feeding of the 

5000)?  On top of all this, the message that Jesus was going to be delivering was controversial.  

It was different than what the people had been hearing.  It was in some places hard to believe or 

understand.  The people who would be there needed a mental preparation.  I know that when I 

teach Theology at Anna Maria College, the students who never heard any of this stuff before are 

having a hard time because they are struggling to figure out concepts that the person brought up 



in the faith already knows.  On top of this, the popular culture is delivering a very different 

message that Jesus, other religions have a message that avoids complicated truths.  Same with 

these people.  They have been raised in one way of thinking, some don’t know the basics of 

monotheistic religion, and the popular culture is not supportive of what Jesus is saying. 

 Things today are not so different from then.  With more and more people unchurched and 

uneducated in the very basics of belief in God, with so many people confused by false religious 

teaching, with so many people being soaked in a popular culture at odds with the teaching of 

Jesus.  The need for preparation to hear Jesus is very urgent.  That’s where we come in.  The 

point of discipleship in Jesus is not just to do our own personal religious activities in an isolated 

manner and not try to bring others in.  Jesus wants to come and visit many people who do not 

know God, who have false understandings of God, who are hostile to God.  But, when Jesus 

reaches them the doors are closed, and He cannot get in.  As disciples (that is students and 

apprentices of Jesus) we have to learn more about our faith - as the disciples listening to Jesus 

did.  As disciples we are called, like the 72, to go out and prepare the way for Jesus to enter into 

people’s hearts. What you do or say may not bring a full conversion experience to someone, but 

it just may open a small crack in the closed door so that Jesus can begin to inch in. 

 Jesus sent the 72 out to cure the sick and preach the coming kingdom.  They were to act 

with the same mixture of charitable behavior and speaking of the coming of the kingdom that 

Jesus did.  We too must go into the places where Jesus is not present and by our Christian way of 

life, by our caring and loving acts touch people.  Not just to win popularity for ourselves or to pat 

ourselves on the back - as Paul says today May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  But our goal has also got to be to prepare the way of the Lord in the hearts of those 

we minister to and care for.   

 I know this is hard, it is hard for me sometimes too.  We are more comfortable doing 

good things for others, and more uncomfortable bringing up Jesus.  But if the 72 just went 

through and healed and never brought up Jesus, they would only have put the attention on 

themselves and not prepared the way for Jesus.  I don’t know the names of all those Secret 

Service agents who prepared for that debate - but that wasn’t the point! The point was to know 

the ones that they were preparing for.  Let us remember our mission to prepare for Jesus by the 

good we do, and like Paul, be bold enough to speak to others about the one we are preparing for.


